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Gen er al  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  
 

 

 

• All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . 
Examiners must  mark the first  candidate in exact ly the 

same way as they mark the last .  

• Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates 

must  be rewarded for what  they have shown they can do 

rather than penalised for om issions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their  percept ion of where the grade 

boundaries may lie. 
 

• There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropr iately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Exam iners should always award full marks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme. 

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero marks if 

the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according 

to the mark scheme. 
 

• Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will 

provide the pr inciples by which marks will be awarded and 

exemplif icat ion may be lim ited. 

• When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of 

the  mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team 

leader must  be consulted. 
 

• Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it  with an alternat ive response.
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Pap er  1  

Sect ion  A Read in g  

AO2  

All students should be required to demonst rate an ability to:  
( i)  read and understand texts with insight  and engagement  

( ii)  develop and sustain interpretat ions of wr iter ’s ideas and perspect ives 

( iii)  understand and make some evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to achieve their effects 
 

Quest ion 

number 

Answer Mark 

1  There is more than one acceptable answer. One mark for 

either:  
• because he has a map/ maps 

• because he is a foreigner/ American. 

 

Do not  accept  the word bag/ what  he has in his bag. 

1  

 

Quest ion 

number 

Answer Mark 

2  Exam iners should reward the ident if icat ion of phrases 

that  show an understanding of why his wife was upset  

and fr ightened. Exam iners should give one mark for  each 
reason given:  

 

• their  departure had been rushed 

• they had not  had t ime to take part  in the 

customary good luck farewell 

• she is worr ied that  she m ight  be touching him  for  
the very last  t ime 

• she is worr ied that  he is going outside Moscow and 

she believes he may be in danger 

• she believes that  anywhere outside Moscow is a 

wild place 
• she  believes  that   the  land  beyond  Moscow  is 

peopled by drunks and thugs 

• she is fr ightened because her husband is an 

American, who m ight  be exploited because of his 

nat ionalit y.  
• she dist rusted everything Russian. 

2  

4 

 



 

Quest ion 

number 

Answer Mark 

3  Exam iners should reward the ident if icat ion and 

explanat ion of the character of the taxi dr iver and should 

look to reward the quality of explanat ion rather than 

simply count ing the number of features that  have been 

ident if ied. 

 

• he lacks sophist icat ion -  the writer says he has a 

“peasant  frankness”  

• he is used to hard work, as his hands are scarred 

• the writer ’s first  impression is not  posit ive, 

believing  that   he  looks  like  a  cr im inal  and  is 
therefore suspicious or dangerous 

• some may see the driver as accommodat ing – it  is 

three hundred m iles and the roads are in a poor 

condit ion, yet  the taxi dr iver agrees to take him  
• some may see him  as hardworking, accept ing a 

lucrat ive fare 

• the writer later sees him  as honest  and fr iendly – 

he int roduces himself by name to the wr iter  

• he seems to take a curious pride in the dangerous 

wilderness of Siberia 

• he sounds contented and has found his place to 

live in the peacefulness of Siberia 

• he is a pract ical, physical man – he “wrest les”  with 

the steering wheel and with the spare tyre 

• he is knowledgeable about  the dangers of Siber ia 
and is brave to take them on 

• he shows a caring side to his character, protect ing 

the writer from inadvertent ly com ing to harm in 

the woods. 
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Quest ion 

number 

I ndicat ive content  Mark 

4  Exam iners should refer to the following bullet  points and 

then to the table to reach an overall j udgem ent . 
 

There are many features in the passage that  are worthy 

of comment . Exam iners must  reward all valid points that  

show an engagement  with the text  and an appreciat ion of 

the writer's technique rather than have a set  agenda of 

items that  they are looking for. Exam iners must  reward 

all valid points that  address the quest ion and show a  

clear grasp of the wr iter 's technique. 

Candidates may refer to some of the following points:  

His exper iences in Moscow:  

• from the very start  of the passage Moscow is 

presented as causing “dist ress”  

1 2  
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 • it  is unpleasant ly “ hot  and hum id”  

• the airport  is physically and emot ionally 

uncomfortable for the writer 

• other passengers are presented as grotesques, 

“ red- faced” , who seem to lack proper luggage – 

they have “chequered vinyl sacks”  which sound 
cheap and inappropr iate 

• they show no regard for him  and push past  him  

• like the people, the airport  is also uncared for – 

the flooring is “dusty”  

• his experiences with his wife create an atmosphere 
of dist ress and painful separat ion 

• the scale of Tatyana’s fears seem exaggerated or 

heightened:  “she felt  she m ight  be touching me for 

the last  t ime”  

• the Russian convent ion of not  making posit ive 
predict ions before any act iv ity leaves the Moscow 

sect ion with an atmosphere of latent  disaster or 

imm inent  problems 

• her desperat ion is such that  he has to pull away 

from her physically 

• there is an irony here in that  it  is the security 
guard who causes the most  alarm  to both the 
writer and his wife 

• the accusat ions of being a spy depict  Moscow as a 

place that  is naturally suspicious and unfr iendly, 

especially to foreigners 
• his journey to the plane shows that  the runways 

are as poorly maintained as the airport , which 

cements our impressions of Moscow as a place that  

is uncared for and which itself shows no 

considerat ion or care to anyone there. 
 

His exper iences in Siberia:  

• our first  impressions of Siberia from  the plane are 

ones of immense scale and deep forests – it  

“ swept ”  all the way to the horizon 

• the manner in which it  is descr ibed emphasises its 

lush fert ility 

• on arr ival,  our f irst  im pressions of the airport  are 

sim ilar to those of Moscow – unpleasant ly hot  and 

generally uncared for – the “derelict ”  luggage 

conveyor 
• the taxi dr iver is in m any ways an embodiment  of 

Siberia – physically tough 

• the condit ions are harsh, with the road being 

diff icult  to t raverse and even described as “violent ”  

• the landscape is described in detail and manifests 
st r ik ing beauty, with its glit ter ing sky and rushing 

st reams;  yet  it  is also imposing, even regal in its 

beauty 

• the forest  is “scraggly”  and creates an atmosphere 

of potent ial threat :  “ loom ing”  
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 • the story of the woman torn apart  by wolves 

convinces the reader that  this is a dangerously 

primal place, and that  the road they are t ravelling 

on is a place of life and death 

• the taxi dr iver persuades us that  Siber ia has a 

decept ively beguiling quality 
• the depict ion of the t rees and insect  life presents 

Siberia as lush and fecund 

• the insects are presented as predatory and also 

can cause fatal diseases. 
 

 

 

Part icular words, phrases and techniques:  

• complex sentence used at  the beginning of the 

passage to quickly establish a st rong sense of 

place 
• short  sentences used for dialogue for simplicity, 

“Look at  this mud! ”  

• use of j uxtaposit ion in the first  paragraph, of the 

cramped, disgust ing and rank inter ior  of the plane 

with the peaceful and natural expanse of Siberia 

• the writer makes use of a relat ively complex 
st ructure beginning in the present , flashing back to 

Moscow and the airport  before it  comes into the 

present  with the landing in Siber ia 

• use of exaggerat ion to depict  the scale of 

Tatyana’s worries – the whole of Russia outside 
Moscow is described as “sem i-barbarous”  

• short  sentence used to move the passage forward, 

“They called m y flight ”  

• use of quest ions depicts the guard’s level of 

suspicion 

• use of alliterat ion for dramat ic emphasis to mark 

his departure – “Finally free”  and “ rat t ling r ide”  

• use of metaphor, “swords of sunlight ”  

• use of sim ile, “birch t rees, leaves so green they 

seemed to glow, and t runks gleam ing white as if 

freshly painted”  
• extensive use of exclamat ion marks to m ark the 

style of the taxi dr iver ’s speech and to heighten 

the experience of Siberia, “Hey, get  away from the 

woods! ”  Volodya shouted. “You can get  a disease 

from the grass and catch encephalit is! ” , “Siberia! ”  
• use of dashes for parenthet ical insert ion, “silver-  

grey r ivers – Siberia – swept ” . 
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Lev el  Mar k  AO2  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )  

0  No rewardable material.  

Lev el  1  1 -  3 • Basic understanding of the text  is evident  in the 
response 

• Engagement   with  the  text   is  basic,  with  lit t le 

development  in the response 

• I nterpretat ions are developed with lim ited success 

• Lim ited evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 
st ructural devices to create effect , with lit t le use 
made of appropr iate examples to support  ideas. 

Lev el  2  4 -  6 • Some understanding of the text  is evident  in the 

response 

• Engagement  with the text  is generally apparent , 

with some development  in the response 
• I nterpretat ions are developed with some success 

• Some evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to create effect , with some use 

made of appropr iate examples to support  ideas. 

Lev el  3  7 -  9 • Sound understanding of the text  is evident  in the 

response 

• Assured engagement  with the text , with thorough 

development  in the response 
• I nterpretat ions are thoroughly developed and 

sustained 

• Assured evaluat ion of how wr iters use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to create effect , with use 

made of thoroughly appropriate examples to 

support  ideas. 

Lev el  4  10 -  12 • Percept ive understanding of the text  is evident  in 
the response 

• Discr im inat ing  engagement   with  the  text ,  with 

percept ive development  in the response 

• I nterpretat ions are percept ively developed and 

sustained 

• Percept ive evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic 
and st ructural devices to create effect , with 

discr im inat ing use m ade of appropr iate examples 

to support  ideas. 

 

Tot al  f o r  Sect ion  A:  2 0  Mar k s  
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Sect ion  B, p ar t  1  

 

AO2  Read in g  

All students will be required to demonst rate an ability to:  
( i)  read and understand texts with insight  and engagement  

( ii)  develop and sustain interpretat ions of writers’ ideas and perspect ives 

( iii)  understand and make some evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to achieve their effects 
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Quest ion 

number 

I ndicat ive content  Mark 

 5  Exam iners should refer to the following bullet  points and 

then to the table to come to an overall j udgement . 

Examiners must  reward all valid points that  show 

engagement  and insight . 

Candidates may refer to some of the following points:  

Clim ate Change:  The Facts:  

• the art icle presents itself as object ively scient ific 

but  uses techniques of persuasion 

• the t it le is emphat ic and unequivocal 

• quot ing the source is intended to give the art icle 
credibilit y, it  is “ in associat ion with the Science 

Museum”;  also aimed at  creat ing credibility by 

referr ing to, “ the world’s best  climate scient ists”  

• use of two rhetorical quest ions in the subheading 

to engage the reader 

• use of idiom, “hot  potato” , and slang “ fart ing 
cows” , to at tempt  to use non-scient if ic language 
and to engage all readers in scient if ic issues 

• st ructure is fam iliar from FAQ pages, with each 

subheading being a quest ion followed by the text  

which gives the answer 
• extensive use of stat ist ics throughout  creates an 

impression of scient if ic precision and accuracy 

• use of scient ific vocabulary throughout  maintains 

scient ific credibility:  “ chemical composit ion” , 

“methane clathrate compounds”  
• appears to use object ive and scient if ic language, 

but  includes emot ive and value- laden language , 

“ relent less r ise” , “nasty st ing in its tail” , “pushing 

temperatures sky high”  

• uses a variety of sentences, often simple 

sentences, many of which are statements, “By 
2000 they were 17%  higher than in 1959”  

• later sentences make use of modal forms to 

suggest  possibility or uncertainty, “but  if” , “ this 

sudden release may cause” , “One potent ial t r igger 

could be”  
• use of single-word sentence for emphasis, “No”  

• art icle ends with the gent ly emot ive “Unfortunately 

not ” . 

1 0  
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What  is global warm ing?:  

• extensive use of colour for  clar ity:  yellow for the 

heat  of the sun;  two different  shades of blue 

represent  the earth’s atmosphere;  use of intense 

red for global warm ing throughout  
• the images are representat ive and are not  at  all to 

scale 

• earth is represented in silhouet te as both urban 

and natural 

• use of arrows to indicate direct ional flow 

• arrows m irror a wave pat tern to show that  they 

represent  a heat  source 

• relat ive size of arrows in the upper diagram 

indicates the relat ive amount  of heat  com ing from 

the sun and the amount  radiated back by the earth 

• use of numbers to indicate the sequence of events 

across the cent ral image 

• with the except ion of the rhetorical t it le, all other 

parts of the text  are statements without  

punctuat ion, labelling element  of the diagram 

• the line graph and em issions breakdown at  the 
bot tom of the page are wholly coloured in shades 

of orange and yellow to represent  the heat  of 

global warm ing 

• the graph and breakdown contain no explanatory 

text  beyond t it le and labelling. 
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Level Mark AO2 ( i) / ( ii) / ( iii)   

0 No rewardable material.  

Lev el  1  1 -  3 • Basic understanding of the text  is evident  in 
the response 

• Engagement  with the text  is basic, with lit t le 
development  in the response 

• I nterpretat ions are developed with lim ited 
success 

• Lim ited evaluat ion of how writers use 
linguist ic and st ructural devices to create 
effect , with lit t le use made of appropriate 
examples to support  ideas 

• Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or more features, lim ited balance is 
evident . 

Lev el  2  4 -  7 • Generally sound or sound understanding of 
the text  is evident  in the response 

• Most ly clear or clear engagement  with the 
text , with development  in the response 

• I nterpretat ions are developed and sustained 
with some success 

• Most ly sound or sound evaluat ion of how 
writers use linguist ic and st ructural devices 
to create effect , with clear use made of 
appropr iate examples to support  ideas 

• Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or m ore features, clear balance is 
evident . 

Lev el  3  8 -  10 • Percept ive understanding of the text  is 
evident  in the response 

• Discr im inat ing engagement  with the text , 
with development  in the response 

• I nterpretat ions are percept ively developed 
and sustained 

• Percept ive evaluat ion of how writers use 
linguist ic and st ructural devices to create 
effect , with assured use made of appropr iate 
examples to support  ideas 

• Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or more features, a percept ive balanced 
approach is evident .  
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Sect ion  B, p ar t  2  

 

Ran g e o f  w r i t in g :  ex p lo r e, im ag in e, en t er t a in ;  ar g u e, p er su ad e, 

ad v ise;  in f o r m , ex p la in , d escr ib e  
 

AO3  W r i t in g  

All students will be required to demonst rate an ability to:  

( i)  communicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing form s for 

different  readers and purposes 

( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a 

var iety of linguist ic and st ructural features 

( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate 

punctuat ion and spelling 
 

 

 

Quest ion 

number 

I ndicat ive content  Mark 

6  Markers should use the gr id below to award marks for this 
writ ing act iv ity. 

 

The assessment  of writ ing involves a judgement  about  a 

writer 's ability to const ruct  and convey meaning in wr it ten 

language, matching style to audience and purpose. Writ ing 

is marked against  three skills areas which assess the 

Writ ing Assessment  Object ives. 
 

Markers should allocate about  a t h i r d  of the total marks 

for accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and grammar. 
 

The best - fit  approach 

An answer may not  always sat isfy every one of the 

assessment  cr iter ia for a part icular band in order to  

receive a mark within that  band range, since on indiv idual 

cr iter ia the answer may meet  the descriptor for a higher or 

lower mark range. The best - fit  approach should be used to 

determ ine the mark which cor r esp on d s m ost  closely  to 

the overall quality of the response. 

1 0  

14 

 



 

Level Mark AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )  

0 No rewardable material.  

Lev el  1  1 -  3 • Communicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in 
clarity 

• Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the 

writ ing and the intended reader 

• Organisat ion is simple with lim ited success in 

opening and development 
• Sentences show basic at tempt  to st ructure and 

cont rol expression and meaning. A lim ited range of 

sentence st ructures is used 

• Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, with 

lit t le success in conveying intended emphasis and 

effects 
• Spelling is basic in accuracy, with many slips which 

will hinder meaning 

Lev el  2  4 -  7 • Communicates clear ly 

• Generally clear sense of purpose and understanding 

of the expectat ions/ requirements of the intended 

reader shown 

• Organisat ion is sound or most ly sound with clear 
text  st ructure;  cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  

opening, development  and closure together with 

some successful use of cohesive devices 

• Sentences are generally clear ly st ructured, with 

generally sound cont rol of expression and meaning. 
A reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures are 

used 

• Generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 

devices, enabling intended emphasis and effects to 

be conveyed for most  of the response 
• Spelling is most ly accurate, with some slips which 

do not  hinder meaning 

Lev el  3  8 -  10 • Communicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary 

• Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader 

• Sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully 
sustained paragraphing, assured applicat ion of a 
range of cohesive devices 

• Sentences are convincingly st ructured, with 

sophist icated cont rol of expression and meaning. A 

convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used 

• Control of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 
enabling intended emphasis and effects to be 
conveyed 

• Spelling is consistent ly accurate 
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Sect ion  C:  W r i t in g  

Ran g e o f  w r i t in g :  in f o r m , ex p la in , d escr ib e 

AO3  W r i t in g  

All students will be required to demonst rate an ability to:  

( i)  communicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing form s for 

different  readers and purposes 

( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a 
var iety of linguist ic and st ructural features 

( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate 

punctuat ion and spelling 

 

Quest ion 

number 

I ndicat ive content  Mark 

7  The writ ing t r iplet  assessed on this quest ion is ‘wr it ing to 

inform , explain and describe’. 
 

Weaker answers may be fragmentary or lack coherence. 

Candidates may lack the ability to explain themselves or 

may assume understanding that  the reader does not  have. 

A useful discrim inat ing factor will be the extent  to which 

the writer  is able to engage the interests of the reader by 

using a var iety of techniques. 
 

The assessment  of writ ing involves a judgement  about  a 

writer 's ability to const ruct  and convey meaning in wr it ten 

language, matching style to audience and purpose, in this 

case a speech. Writ ing is marked against  three skills areas 

which assess the Writ ing Assessment  Object ives. 

 

Markers should allocate about  a t h i r d  of the total marks 

for accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and grammar. 
 

The ‘best - fit ’ approach 

An answer may not  always sat isfy every one of the 

assessment  cr iter ia for a part icular band in order to  

receive a mark within that  band range, since on indiv idual 

cr iter ia the answer may meet  the descriptor for a higher or 

lower mark range. The ‘best- fit ’ approach should be used 

to determ ine the mark which cor r esp on ds m ost  closely  

to the overall quality of the response. 

2 0  
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Level Mark AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )  

0 No rewardable material.  

Lev el  

1  

1 -  4 • Communicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in clar it y 

• Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing 

and the intended reader 

• Organisat ion is simple with lim ited success in opening 

and development 

• Sentences show basic at tempt  to st ructure and cont rol 

expression and meaning. A lim ited range of sentence 
st ructures is used 

• Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, with 

lit t le success in conveying intended emphasis and 

effects 

• Spelling is basic in accuracy, with many slips which will 

hinder meaning 

Lev el  
2  

5 -  8 • Communicates in a broadly appropriate way 
• Shows some grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader 

• Some grasp of text  st ructure, with opening and 

development  and some appropriate use of 

paragraphing and other sequencing devices 

• Sentences show some at tempt  to st ructure and cont rol 

expression and meaning. Some var iety of sentence 
st ructures used 

• Some cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 

for some of the response 
• Spelling is somet imes accurate, with some slips which 

may hinder meaning 

Lev el  

3  

9 -12 • Communicates clear ly 

• Generally clear sense of purpose and understanding of 

the expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader 

shown 

• Organisat ion is sound with clear text  st ructure;  

cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  opening, 

development  and closure together with som e successful 

use of cohesive devices 

• Sentences are generally clear ly st ructured, with 

generally sound cont rol of expression and meaning. A 
reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures are used 

• Generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 

devices, enabling intended emphasis and effects to be 

conveyed for most  of the response 

• Spelling is most ly accurate, with some slips which do 

not  hinder meaning 

Lev el  

4  

13 -  
16 

• Communicates effect ively 

• A secure realisat ion of the writ ing task according to the 

writer 's purpose and the expectat ions/ requirements of 

the intended reader is shown 

• Organisat ion is secure, text  st ructure is well- j udged;  

effect ive paragraphing and a range of cohesive devices 

between and within paragraphs 
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  • Sentences are purposefully st ructured, with sustained 

cont rol of expression and meaning. A wide and varied 

select ion of sentence st ructures is used 

• Thorough cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 
• Spelling is almost  always accurate, with occasional slips 

Lev el  

5  

17-  

20 
• Communicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary 
• Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader 

• Sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully 

sustained paragraphing, assured applicat ion of a range 

of cohesive devices 
• Sentences are convincingly st ructured, with 

sophist icated cont rol of expression and meaning. A 

convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used 

• Control of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 
• Spelling is consistent ly accurate 

 

Tot al  f o r  Sect ion  C:  2 0  Mar k s 

To t a l  f o r  Pap er :  6 0  Mar k s 
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